
Paddy’s EEG



One day Paddy the Koala  was feeling unwell. He 
said he sometimes felt funny.  His Mam took 
him to see his GP, Dr Kelly, the same doctor who 
made him feel better when he had pains in his 
tummy last summer.

Dr Kelly listened to his Mam explaining how 
Paddy was feeling, looked at his tongue, listened 
to his heart and looked into his eyes with a 
special light. Dr Kelly wrote a letter and asked 
his Mam to bring him to a doctor that  worked in 
Temple Street hospital.
 



One morning Mam dressed Paddy in his jeans and 
told him he was not going to school. They were 
going to see a doctor in Temple Street and then 
going into town to buy his favourite ice-cream.
 

As they lived in Swords instead of driving all the 
way into Temple Street they drove some of the 
way, parked their car and then got the bus.  
Paddy always loves travelling on the bus 
especially when he can sit upstairs because he 
likes the view from up high.



Paddy was never in a hospital before. He was a 
little nervous, but when his Mam showed their 
letter at the reception desk a nice man smiled at 
him and told them which way to go.

 
They went on a lift to the top floor and were 
surprised to see cartoons on the wall and a 
computer Paddy could play with. They sat in a 
small room for a while and he watched his 
favourite telly (TV) program.



After a while, a nurse wearing a blue uniform 
called his name. When he stood up, she smiled 
at him and brought them into another room and 
asked him to sit on a chair to see how heavy he 
was.  Paddy also had to stand against the wall 
and the nurse told him how tall he was.  Paddy 
then went back to the waiting room until he was 
brought in to see the doctor.
 

After talking to his Mam, the doctor asked Paddy 
some questions and asked him to do some silly 
things.
 



The doctor told his Mam she would like him to 
have a test called an EEG.  Paddy was scared 
because he did not know what an EEG was and if 
it would hurt.  His Mam looked as if she did not 
know either.
 
Mam and Paddy were asked to wait in the waiting 
room again until he could have his EEG test.

 

 



After a short time, he was called into a small 
room with lots of computers and a bed.  A lady 
explained what would happen.  Paddy and his Mam 
listened as she explained how the EEG was a test 
to map how messages are sent from his brain. 

The lady explained that these messages tell his 
body what to do, how to move, read words, and to 
breathe. Sometimes these messages get mixed 
up which causes a persons’ body to do strange 
things. The EEG test can help to show why this 
happens. 



The lady explained that the test would take some 
time and would not hurt.  She asked Paddy to lie 
down on a bed and put lots of coloured wires with 
buttons on his head.  Mam thought it looked 
funny 

The wires and buttons were held in place with 
sticky paste.
 



Paddy had to stay really still and not move at all, 
then he had to take lots of big breaths and blow 
on a windmill. 

 

The lights were turned off and Paddy was asked 
to look at a flashing light; first with his eyes open 
and then with his eyes closed. 

Paddy was then asked to lie down on the bed and 
after a while he fell asleep.



When it was finished Paddy’s hair was a bit sticky 
and he had some marks on his forehead for a 
while. 
 
Later, Paddy had his favourite ice-cream and 
went home. 

 

 
            



A few weeks later Paddy and his Mam went to see 
the doctor in the hospital again. 
 
The doctor gave Paddy a prescription for 
medicine.  A nice nurse explained it would make 
him feel better.  After a few weeks, Paddy did 
not feel so tired or funny and was able to play 
football with his friends. In the last match he 
scored a goal !!  
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Please remember to wash your hands
or use hand gel when visiting the Hospital


